












ii. Where it is not reasonably possible to conduct an oral deposition for 
reasons related to the COVID-19 emergency, the parties shall use their 
best efforts to postpone the deposition by agreement and stipulation for a 
period not to exceed 60 days; absent such agreement, the proceedings shall 
be deferred until such later date as the court can review the matter and 
issue appropriate directives; nothing in this order shall be construed to 
limit the discretion of the judge presiding to determine the merits of an 
attorney's alleged inability to comply with a notice of an oral deposition; 

iii. Except for good cause shown, participants in litigation shall not be 
penalized if discovery compliance is delayed for reasons relating to the 
COVID-19 emergency; this provision is to be liberally construed; 

iv. The Presiding Judge of a District or Division shall establish procedures for 
hearing all matters, including, but not limited to, scheduling by 
administrative order, as long as such procedures are consistent with this 
order; 

i. CIVIL NO CONTACT ORDERS, CIVIL ORDERS OF PROTECTION, 
FIREARMS RESTRAINING ORDERS, STALKING NO CONTACT 
ORDERS: 

1. Notwithstanding a related case pending elsewhere in the court, all 
petitions for emergency orders filed at 
555 W. Harrison St., Chicago, or in Municipal Districts 2, 3, 5, 4, or 6 
shall be heard where they are filed; 

ii. Proceedings subsequent to hearings on petitions for any of the following 
sought in connection with a related Domestic Relations or Probate case 
shall be heard at the Richard J. Daley Center, or the relevant suburban 
Domestic Relations or Probate courtrooms hearing such matters, or at a 
location as determined by the Presiding Judge of the Division in which the 
related case is pending: 

1. emergency civil no contact orders; 

2. emergency civil orders of protection; 

3. emergency stalking no contact orders; 

iii. Petitioners and respondents for civil no contact orders, civil orders of 
protection, and stalking no contact orders may participate in hearings by 
videoconference from places of their choosing; 

j. DOMESTIC RELATIONS DIVISION: 

i. In child-support cases in which the state's attorney has filed an 
appearance, the circuit clerk shall notify the parties of new court dates 
scheduled pursuant to this order; 

ii. Court ordered participation for litigants in programs such as mediation, 
evaluations, counseling, parenting classes, and classes for children shall 
continue, but are to be done by remote audio-visual means until further 
order of the court; 
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iii. The administrative orders addressing access during COVID-19 entered by 
the Presiding Judge of the Domestic Relations Division shall remain in 
full force and effect until further order of the court; 

k. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DIVISION: When a defendant in a criminal case at 
555 W. Harrison St., Chicago, Ill., is denied bail or is unable to post required 
monetary bail at the conclusion of the bail hearing, the arresting agency shall 
transport the defendant to the Cook County Department of Corrections, 
2700 S. California Ave, Chicago, Ill.; 

I. CHILD PROTECTION DIVISION: The Presiding Judge shall establish 
procedures for hearing all matters, including, but not limited to, scheduling by 
administrative order, as long as such procedures are consistent with this order; 

m. COUNTY DIVISION: The Presiding Judge shall establish procedures for 
hearing all matters, including, but not limited to, scheduling by administrative 
order, as long as such procedures are consistent with this order; except in actions 
in which the subject property is unimproved, abandoned, or vacant, prove-ups and 
subsequent proceedings in actions in furtherance of obtaining a tax deed pursuant 
to the Property Tax Code,§§ 35 ILCS 200/22-5, et seq., are stayed until further 
order of the court; including any order for possession or deed; 

n. LAW DIVISION: 

i. Except for jury trials, the Presiding Judge shall establish procedures for 
hearing all matters, including, but not limited to, scheduling by 
administrative order, as long as such procedures are consistent with this 
order; 

ii. The Presiding Judge shall establish procedures for pretrial proceedings in 
cases that are ready for trial but are not permitted to proceed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic; 

iii. The Presiding Judge shall establish procedures for mediation of cases by 
agreement of the parties as an alternative to pretrial proceedings; 

iv. The Presiding Judge shall establish procedures for cases to be heard by 
bench trials to be conducted by video conference ; 

o. PROBATE DIVISION: The Presiding Judge shall establish procedures for 
hearing all matters, including, but not limited to, scheduling by administrative 
order, as long as such procedures are consistent with this order; 

p. GRAND JURY: Grand juries shall continue to meet a maximum of three times 
per week, and be impaneled from time to time as ordered by the Chief Judge; 

q. FORENSIC EXAMINATIONS: In criminal cases, all forensic examinations of 
defendants, both adult and juvenile, shall be conducted via videoconference; 

r. BAIL, FEES, COURT COSTS, AND PENALTIES, CRIMINAL CASES: 

i. Charitable Bond Funds 

1. Pursuant to Cook County Code§ 18-49, 
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a. The circuit clerk shall not deduct any fees, court costs, or 
penalties from bail bond funds posted by a Charitable Bond 
Fund without the surety's voluntary, written consent; 

b. The circuit clerk shall not use bail bond funds posted by a 
Charitable Bond Fund to pay attorney fees, including 
reimbursement for representation by the public defender, 
without the surety's voluntary, written consent; 

2. At the conclusion of the case, the circuit clerk shall return all 
available funds posted by a Charitable Bond Fund to the surety; 

u. Pursuant to 705 ILCS 105/27.3B, where a charitable bond fund or other 
third-party surety posts cash bail for a defendant, the clerk shall accept 
payment by credit card, debit card, or other electronic funds transfer and 
shall not collect the service fee authorized by said statute; 

s. MARRIAGES: Marriages shall be performed only by appointment; 

t. HELP DESKS. All help desks, including, but not limited to, the 
Guardianship Assistance Desk for Minors, 69 W. Washington St. , Chicago, 
shall operate only by videoconference; 

u. OTHER: Non-essential gatherings, meetings, and travel are canceled, and orders 
to attend programs, including, but not limited to, Traffic Safety School and 
SWAP, are entered and continued until rescheduled; as needed, further 
information shall be published on the court's website: 
http://www.cookcountycourt.org. 

2. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this order supersedes Cook County Cir. Ct. 
G.A.O. 2020-02 (eff. Oct. 17, 2020); and 

3. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this order is effective immediately. 

Dated thisA~1;y of November, 2020. 
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